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The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings (including 
photographs) of this production or distributing recordings on any medium, including the internet, is 
strictly prohibited, a violation of the author’s rights and actionable under United States copyright law. 

PLEASE NOTE
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TimeLine Theatre is dedicated to exploring today’s social and political issues through the lens of 
the past. We share information and provide inspiration for conversation through this Backstory 
program book, the interactive lobby experience (with elements available in person at the theatre 
as well as online), discussion events (in-person and virtual), our blog Behind the ‘Line, and more. 
Explore all the resources available at timelinetheatre.com/chinese-lady.

CONVERSATION

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA  

TimeLine Theatre is on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube at @TimeLineTheatre.   
Don’t forget to tag us and use the hashtag #TheChineseLady and/or #TimeLineTheatre.

VISIT THE ONLINE LOBBY EXPERIENCE FOR THE CHINESE LADY

JOIN THE CHINESE LADY VIRTUAL DISCUSSIONS

Our space here at Theater Wit is limited, so we’ve created 
an expanded lobby experience for you to explore online! 
Scan the QR Code at left or visit timelinetheatre.com/
chinese-lady-lobby to find additional content and 
interactive activities, including:

•  Online versions of the materials displayed at  
Theater Wit, for further perusal

•  An invitation to share personal reflections in response 
to the play and its themes 

•  Ways to take action to engage with and support the 
Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community

• Plus videos, interviews, and much more!

Join us for these online conversations—they are FREE and open to all, but reservations are 
required. Visit timelinetheatre.com/chinese-lady for information and to make your reservation.

VIRTUAL POST-SHOW DISCUSSIONS 
Tuesday, May 24 and Tuesday, June 14 at 7pm (via Zoom) 
An informal discussion hosted by a TimeLine Company Member  
and featuring members of the production team and special guests.

VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOLARS PANEL 
Sunday, June 12 at 7pm (via Zoom) 
A one-hour panel discussion featuring experts on the themes and issues of the  
play alongside a member of the production team in a moderated discussion.

VISIT TIMELINE’S WEBSITE FOR SELECTED RESOURCES  
OFFERED WITH CHINESE TRANSLATION.  

更多本剧相关的中文材料，请至剧院官网阅览。



YUCHI CHIU (Atung U/S) is 
excited to make his TimeLine 
debut! Chicago credits include 
DRIVE-IN TO THE END OF THE 
WORLD (Sideshow), EXERCISE 
YOUR DEMONS (Victory Gar-
dens), IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
(American Blues), HOW WE 
NAVIGATE SPACE (Strawdog), 

THE MISCELLANY (The Passage Theatre), and BAKED! THE 
MUSICAL (Underscore). Film credits include BJ’S MOBILE 
GIFT SHOP (Sundance Film Festival). Yuchi is a graduate 
of and teacher at Black Box Acting Studio and is proudly  
represented by DDO Artists Agency. 

LLOYD SUH (Playwright) is the author of THE CHINESE 
LADY, CHARLES FRANCIS CHAN JR.’S EXOTIC ORIEN-
TAL MURDER MYSTERY, AMERICAN HWANGAP, JESUS 
IN INDIA, THE WONG KIDS IN THE SECRET OF THE 
SPACE CHUPACABRA GO!, FRANKLINLAND, GREAT 
WALL STORY, and more, produced with Ma-Yi, Magic, 
EST, NAATCO, La Mama, Children’s Theatre Company, 
Guthrie with Mu, and others, including internationally at 
the Cultural Center of the Philippines and with PCPA in 
Seoul, Korea. He has received the Horton Foote Prize, the 
Herb Alpert Award in the Arts, the Helen Merrill Award, 
the Lilah Kan Red Socks Award, and is a current Gug-
genheim Fellow. He served from 2005-10 as Artistic 
Director of Second Generation and Co-Director of the 
Ma-Yi Writers Lab, and from 2011-2020 as Director of 
Artistic Programs at The Lark. He was elected in 2016 to 
the Dramatists Guild Council.

HELEN YOUNG (Director) returns to TimeLine, 
where she previously directed SETTING THE STAGE:  
THE CHINESE LADY, the TimePieces readings of THE CHI-
NESE LADY and THE PAPER DREAMS OF HARRY CHIN, 
and served as Associate Director of THE AUDIENCE and 
Assistant Dramaturg of CHIMERICA. Chicago credits 
include WILD BOAR and lead director for NEW CHINA 
FESTIVAL (Silk Road Rising), AMERICAN HWANGAP 
(Jeff Recommended) and TINY DYNAMITE (Halcyon/ 
A-Squared), and TEA (Jeff Recommended; Prologue 
Theatre). Other directing credits include work with  
Chicago Dramatists, Remy Bumppo, Our Perspectives, 
Artemisia, Artistic Home, and New York’s Miranda The-
atre at the Cherry Lane. Helen is also an actor (SAG/
AFTRA) and serves on the boards of Token Theatre and 
Chicago Dramatists.

MI KANG (Afong Moy) is so 
excited to make her TimeLine 
Theatre debut in THE CHINESE 
LADY. She will be graduating 
with her MFA in Acting from 
Northwestern University in 
2022. Select school credits 
include PEERLESS, CRY IT 
OUT, and HEDDA GABLER. Mi 

was previously based in Seattle, where select credits 
include JOHN (ArtsWest Playhouse), THE JOURNAL OF 
BEN UCHIDA (Seattle Children’s Theatre), JANE EYRE and  
A TALE FOR TIME BEING (Book-It Repertory Theatre), and 
THE GREAT INCONVENIENCE (Annex Theatre). 

GLENN OBRERO (Atung) 
is thrilled to make his Time-
Line debut! Select theatre 
credits include THE GREAT 
LEAP (Steppenwolf and Asolo 
Repertory), 20,000 LEAGUES 
UNDER THE SEA (Looking-
glass), SCIENTIFIC METHOD  
(Rivendell), and IN TO AMER-

ICA (Griffin). Television credits include CHICAGO FIRE 
(NBC) and NEXT (FOX). Glenn is a graduate of Savan-
nah College of Art and Design with a BFA in Acting and 
is represented by Gray Talent Group. Endless love and 
gratitude to his family and friends. IG: @glennlaces

MIRIAM LEE (Afong Moy 
U/S) is so excited to make her 
TimeLine Theatre debut. She 
can be seen on CHICAGO MED, 
CHICAGO FIRE, CHICAGO PD, 
and EMPIRE. She was on the 
cover of the Chicago Tribune’s  

“Hot New Faces” list back in 
2015 and played Nora in A 

DOLLS HOUSE (Definition). Since then, she graduated 
law school and is now working as a public interest lawyer 
representing indigent juveniles at Cabrini Green Legal 
Aid. She is thrilled to be back in the theatre and hopes to 
continue to combine her two passions of public interest 
law and acting. 
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ARNEL SANCIANCO (Scenic Designer) returns to Time-
Line, where he previously designed MASTER CLASS and 
BOY. He is an award winning set designer and currently a  
professor of scenic design at Arizona State Uni-
versity. Credits include A DOLL’S HOUSE (Writers),  
NINA SIMONE: FOUR WOMEN (Arizona Theatre Com-
pany), ACOUSTIC ROOSTER’S BARNYARD BOOGIE 
(Kennedy Center), PHOTOGRAPH 51 and THE BELLE 
OF AMHERST (Court), THE LIFESPAN OF A FACT (Rep-
ertory Theatre of St. Louis), THE COLOR PURPLE (Drury 
Lane Theatre), TWELFTH NIGHT (American Players The-
atre), PUT YOUR HOUSE IN ORDER (La Jolla Playhouse), 
LOTTERY DAY (Goodman), LANDLADIES, INTO THE 
BREECHES (Northlight), THE NERD and THE ALL NIGHT 
STRUT (Milwaukee Rep), and I AM NOT YOUR PERFECT 
MEXICAN DAUGHTER, WE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT, 
and THE CRUCIBLE (Steppenwolf).

IZUMI INABA (Costume Designer) is thrilled to be back 
at TimeLine Theatre, where she previously designed KILL 
MOVE PARADISE (Best Costume Design, Black Theatre 
Alliance Award). Recent credits include FAHRENHEIT 
451 (Indiana Repartory), SOLARIS (Griffin), PASSAGE 
(Remy Bumppo), THE ROYALE (Kansas City Repartory), 
AN AMERICAN DREAM (Kentucky Opera), and THE KING 
AND I (Drury Lane). United Scenic Artists Local USA 829.

JOHN CULBERT (Lighting Designer) returns to Time-
Line, where he is an Associate Artist and previously 
designed CHIMERICA, JUNO, and THE FARNSWORTH 
INVENTION. He was a faculty member and dean of The 
Theatre School at DePaul University for many years, 
the alma mater of TimeLine’s six founding Company  
Members. Other Chicago credits include OTHELLO, 
THE ADVENTURES OF AUGIE MARCH, THE HARD  
PROBLEM, INVISIBLE MAN, CAROLINE OR CHANGE, 
and CAROUSEL (Court), WHITE GUY ON THE BUS and 
A CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS (Northlight), TWELFTH NIGHT 
and ARCADIA (Writers), REGINA (Lyric Opera of Chicago), 
ARGONAUTIKA (Lookingglass ), and HAVING OUR SAY 
and TWO TRAINS RUNNING (Goodman). Regional cred-
its include productions with Opera Theatre of St. Louis, 
Long Wharf Theatre, Berkeley Repertory, McCarter The-
atre, and Shakespeare Theatre Company. International 
credits include productions with Singapore Repertory 
and Opera National du Rhin. Other projects include  
the lighting design for the Chicago Park District’s  
Buckingham Fountain.

FORREST GREGOR (Sound Designer) is from  
Portland, Oregon, and is very excited to be making his 

TimeLine debut! His previous design credits include 
PEERLESS, V.I.P., BARBECUE, GOD OF CARNAGE, 
LOVE AND INFORMATION, and MARISOL at DePaul  
University. This past summer, Forrest was the  
associate sound designer and A2 for SANCTUARIES: A 
JAZZ CHAMBER OPERA produced by Third Angle New 
Music in Portland, where he is also an assistant audio 
engineer at Open Field Recording. Forrest is currently 
pursuing a BFA in Sound Design from The Theatre 
School at DePaul University, where he is finishing up his 
third year. Visit forrestgregor.com. 

ANDRÉ PLUESS (Sound Designer) is an Associate Artist 
at TimeLine, where his credits include OSLO, SPILL and 
CHIMERICA. Broadway credits include THE MINUTES  
(Cort/Studio 54), 33 VARIATIONS (Eugene O’Neill  
Theatre), I AM MY OWN WIFE (Lyceum Theatre), 
and METAMORPHOSES (Circle in the Square). Off- 
Broadway credits include THE CLEAN HOUSE (Lincoln 
Center) and MILK LIKE SUGAR and BFE (Playwrights 
Horizons). Regional credits include multiple produc-
tions with the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Center 
Theatre Group, Yale Repertory, Arena Stage, Goodman, 
Steppenwolf, Chicago Shakespeare, Court, Berkeley 
Repertory, Williamstown Theatre Festival, La Jolla Play-
house, The Huntington, and South Coast Repertory. He’s 
received multiple Joseph Jefferson Awards, an Ovation 
Award, Drama Critics Circle Award, Barrymore Award, 
Helen Hayes Award, and Drama Desk and Lucille Lortel  
nominations for composition and design. André is an 
ensemble member of Lookingglass Theatre Company.

ROWAN DOE  (Properties Designer) is thrilled to 
make their debut at TimeLine Theatre. Recent credits 
include props design for PASSAGE (Remy Bumppo), 
ONCE UPON A MATTRESS (Theo Ubique), SPAY (Riv-
endell), props assistant for WHEN HARRY MET REHAB 
(Greenhouse Theatre), and LITTLE SHOP OF HOR-
RORS (Metropolis Performing Arts Centre). Technical 
direction credits include TRAGEDY OF KING CHRIS-
TOPHE (The House) and THE BLUEST EYE (Chicago  
International Puppet Theatre Festival).

EVA BRENEMAN (Dialect Director) is a TimeLine Asso-
ciate Artist who has worked on more than 30 TimeLine 
productions, including RUTHERFORD AND SON; OSLO; 
CARDBOARD PIANO; MASTER CLASS; IN THE NEXT 
ROOM, OR THE VIBRATOR PLAY; and A DISAPPEAR-
ING NUMBER. Chicago credits include THE ADVEN-
TURES OF AUGIE MARCH (Court), TWILIGHT BOWL 

BIOGRAPHIES
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(Goodman), NELL GWYNN (Chicago Shakespeare), THE 
DOPPELGANGER (Steppenwolf), MANSFIELD PARK 
(Northlight), and PLANTATION! (Lookingglass). Regional 
credits include five seasons at American Players Theatre, 
THINGS I KNOW TO BE TRUE (Milwaukee Rep), LOVE’S 
LABOUR’S LOST (Actor’s Theatre of Louisville), and 
AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS (Baltimore Center 
Stage/Kansas City Repertory). National Tours include 
WOMAN IN BLACK and MAMMA MIA!.

YIWEN WU (Dramaturg) is a dramaturg and scholar. She 
is currently a PhD student at the University of Chicago, 
in the joint program between Theater & Performance  
Studies and East Asian Languages & Civilizations. Yiwen 
finds her passion in translations and adaptations of  
classical works on modern stages. Since the  
pandemic, she has lent her dramaturgical skills to  
various puppet shows, stop motion animations, and  
new play development. She is thrilled to work on this 
timely and important production at TimeLine Theatre.

JILL YETSKY (Stage Manager) is making her Time-
Line debut. Credits with Reduced Shakespeare include 
THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) (US & Asia), BIBLE: THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF GOD (ABRIDGED), and COMPLETELY HOLLYWOOD 
(ABRIDGED) (Chicago/Tour). Chicago credits include 
THE FOUR C NOTES (Frankie Valli/Four Seasons Trib-
ute Band), Steven Strafford’s METHTACULAR! (About 
Face and Steppenwolf LookOut Series), BREAKING THE 
SHAKESPEARE CODE (Hey Jonte), and WORKING (ASM; 
Broadway In Chicago). Other credits include I LOVE YOU, 
YOU’RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE (Chicago/San Fran-
cisco) and TRUMBO: RED, WHITE AND BLACKLISTED 
(Buffalo Theatre Ensemble).

MAURA KIDWELL (Associate Director) is a Chi-
cago director, playwright and audition coach. She is  
currently in post-production for her first short film, KILLER 
SET. For more than a decade, Maura held the roles of 
director, performer, and casting director for Erasing the  
Distance, a documentary theatre company committed 
to disarming the stigma of mental illness. She co-wrote 
and produced the documentary play BREATHE WITH 
ME, which premiered at SPARKFest 2017. Her play 
OVER THE MOON was produced as part of DocFest in  
September 2018. As an actress, Maura has enjoyed 
roles on many Chicago stages, including Steppenwolf,  
Goodman, Rivendell, and Court. Visit maurakidwell.com.

FINNEGAN CHU (Associate Costume Designer) is a  
costume designer and multimedia theatre artist from 
Fishers, Ind. She has made Chicago her home while 
attending The Theatre School at DePaul University, which 
she will be graduating from this June. They are happy 
to be back with TimeLine after working on this year’s 
Step into Time Gala! Theatre School credits include 
costume design for PEERLESS and MUCH ADO ABOUT 
NOTHING. Other credits include assistant costume 
design on A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM and ward-
robe on HAMLET (Indianapolis Shakespeare). Finnegan 
also prides themselves on being a queer artist of color, 
implementing that perspective into her work, and  
serving to empower the voices she supports.

DINA SPOERL (Dramaturgical Display Designer) returns 
to TimeLine for THE CHINESE LADY, where her recent 
credits include RELENTLESS, KILL MOVE PARADISE, 
TOO HEAVY FOR YOUR POCKET, CARDBOARD PIANO, 
A SHAYNA MAIDEL, TO CATCH A FISH, THE AUDIENCE, 
PARADISE BLUE, and A DISAPPEARING NUMBER, 
among many others. She has almost 20 years of 
graphic design and exhibit design experience. Past and  
current clients include the American Library Association,  
Daughters of the American Revolution, The National 
Museum of Natural History, The Newberry Library, FINRA, 
Nextbook, National Building Museum, Children’s Home & 
Aid, and Indiana State Museum. She is currently Exhibits 
Team Leader at Naper Settlement. She sends love and 
immense gratitude to Mark, Jack, and Zoe.

GIANNI CARCAGNO (Production Assistant, COVID 
Compliance Officer) is excited to make her TimeLine  
debut with THE CHINESE LADY. Chicago credits include 
BLUES IN THE NIGHT, PUMP BOYS & DINETTES, NUN-
SENSE (Porchlight), LA CAGE AUX FOLLES and MAMMA 
MIA (Music Theater Works), MARY SHELLEY’S FRAN-
KENSTEIN (Lookingglass), and POLAROID STORIES and 
THE BOYS AND THE NUNS (Loyola University Chicago). 
Gianni has a BA in Theatre and Sociology from Loyola 
University Chicago.

PJ POWERS (Artistic Director) was a co-founder of 
TimeLine in 1997 and became Artistic Director in 1999. 
Since then, he has overseen the production of more than 
80 plays, including 11 world premieres and more than 
38 Chicago premieres. During his tenure, TimeLine has 
garnered 58 Jeff Awards, including 11 for Outstanding 
Production, as well as awards for excellence in arts  
management, including the 2016 MacArthur Award 
for Creative and Effective Institutions. PJ also has 

 BIOGRAPHIES
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been instrumental in establishing TimeLine’s home on  
Wellington Avenue in 1999; expanding the company’s 
programming to include productions in numerous other 
venues, including the Broadway Playhouse; creating the 
TimePieces play reading series and First Draft Festival 
of new work; launching the Living History Education 
Program in Chicago Public Schools under the direc-
tion of TimeLine co-founder Juliet Hart; and planning 
for TimeLine’s new home in Uptown. As an actor, he 
has appeared in 18 productions at TimeLine, includ-
ing THE APPLE FAMILY PLAYS: THAT HOPEY CHANGEY 
THING, as well as THE FRONT PAGE, THE FARNSWORTH 
INVENTION, FIORELLO!, and HAUPTMANN. He also 
has appeared at Writers, Northlight, and Shattered 
Globe, among others. A graduate of The Theatre School 
at DePaul University, PJ has served on the Board of  
Directors for the League of Chicago Theatres, 
was awarded the Meier Achievement Award for  
mid-career artists, and received a Goldman Sachs 
Senior Fellowship at the Smithsonian National 
Museum of American History. He directed the Chicago  
premiere of J.T. Rogers’ ONE GIANT LEAP: THE  
APOLLO 11 MOON LANDING in a one-night event at the 
Broadway Playhouse.

MICA COLE (Executive Director) was named TimeLine’s 
new Executive Director in April 2022. A Chicago native 
raised on the South Side, she has worked as an arts 
administrator and changemaker for nearly two decades. 
Most recently, she has been a national consultant provid-
ing executive coaching and strategic planning for cultural 
institutions working to embrace an antiracist leadership 
paradigm. Mica is a consultant with artEquity, a nonprofit 
organization that provides tools, training, and resources 
for individuals and organizations working at the intersec-
tion of art and activism. She co-led its BIPOC Surviving 
Predominantly White Institutions Series and the BIPOC 
Leadership Circle—both aimed at providing resources 
and mentorship to leaders of color. Prior to her work as 
an organizational consultant, Mica served eight seasons 
as the Repertory Producer at the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival. As a senior leader at OSF, she played a key role 
in guiding the company’s equity, diversity, and inclusion 
initiatives, many of which now serve as foundational 
organizational models for institutions around the world. 
Mica has produced more than 80 shows, including 
a dozen transfers and national co-productions of new 
plays with theatres such as American Repertory, Seat-
tle Repertory, South Coast Rep, Arena Stage, Portland 
Center Stage, and Berkeley Repertory. She worked in 

Chicago as the Executive Director of Free Street Theater 
and as the Director of Education and Engagement at 
Writers Theatre. Mica served on the advisory commit-
tee for the Latinx Theatre Commons and is a founding 
member of the Black Theatre Commons. She is a gradu-
ate of The Theatre School at DePaul University.

DAN MCARDLE (Interim Managing Director) joined 
TimeLine as the company’s first General Manager in 
2014. Prior to TimeLine, he spent three seasons as 
Managing Director of The Neo-Futurists, producing more 
than 750 public events, overseeing numerous produc-
tion extensions, expanding local touring efforts, and initi-
ating new ticketing policies to stimulate financial security. 
Dan holds an MFA in Arts Leadership from DePaul Uni-
versity, where he combined coursework with a full-time 
fellowship at Chicago Shakespeare Theater. He recently 
concluded a six-year term serving on the Board of Direc-
tors for the League of Chicago Theatres, including three 
years as Treasurer. In Chicago, he also has held positions 
at Lookingglass Theatre, Theatre Seven of Chicago, and 
Goodman Theatre.

ELIZABETH K. AUMAN (Director of New Home Develop-
ment) joined TimeLine Theatre as Managing Director in 
October 2007 and during her tenure oversaw a tripling of 
TimeLine’s budget; the largest capital improvements in 
the company’s history; extended runs of multiple shows; 
the expansion of TimeLine’s programming to additional 
venues, most recently RELENTLESS at the Goodman 
and OSLO at the Broadway Playhouse; and multiple 
awards for excellence in arts management, including 
the 2016 MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective 
Institutions. She is now focused on managing TimeLine’s 
project to develop our new home in Uptown. Prior to 
TimeLine, Elizabeth spent 15 years at Victory Gardens 
Theater, the last 12 as general manager. During that 
time, she helped guide Victory Gardens through major 
transitions and accomplishments, including budget 
growth from $1.2 million to $3 million, an $11.8 million 
capital campaign, receiving the Tony Award for Regional 
Theatre in 2001, and the move to the Biograph Theater.  
She also has held administrative positions at Chicago 
Shakespeare and DePaul University’s Blackstone  
Theatre (now the Merle Reskin Theatre). She has a BFA 
degree in Theater from Illinois Wesleyan University in 
Bloomington and was the recipient of Eclipse Theatre’s 
2010 Corona Award.

BIOGRAPHIES
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THIS PRODUCTION OWES SPECIAL THANKS to numerous individuals & organizations for their time,  
talents & support, including Chabad of East Lakeview, The 4529 Prop Shop, Albany Park Theatre Project 
(Trina McGee), Athenaeum Theatre (Michael Gobel & Michael Stults), The Chicago Green Theatre Alliance, 
Goodman Theatre (Gina Patterson), David Li, Feng Liang, Lijuan Luo, The Lyric Opera of Chicago (Mike 
Smallwood), Milwaukee Rep (Jared Clarkin & Jim Guy), Northlight Theatre (Emily Kneer, Colleen Schuldeis & 
Matt Super), North-West Drapery Service, Inc. (Matt Schoeff), Steppenwolf Theatre (J.R. Lederle), Strawdog 
Theatre (Paul Cook), and The Theatre School at DePaul University (Amy Peter, Camille Peotter).

CREW & SPECIAL THANKS
Carpenters .............................................  Zachary Karner, Kieran O’Connor, Mara Ishihara Zinky
Painters  .....................................................................................  José Alexander, Shannon Evans
Crafter ..................................................................................................................Elizabeth Flauto
Crafts Assistant  .....................................................................................................  Katie Utterback 
Draper  .................................................................................................................  Alice Broughton
First Hand / Stitcher  .................................................................................................... Skye Geerts
Electricians  ............................................... Hannah Bolstad, Quinn Chisenhall, Maxwell Halperin
Audio Crew  ............................................................................................................. Ethan Korvnee

TimeLine is working to make our productions accessible to all patrons. The following are only a few of the  
services available; we invite you to visit timelinetheatre.com/accessibility for a complete list of offerings.

Assistive Listening Devices  
TimeLine offers RF assistive listening devices for those who request them. Ask the Box Office 
and provide an ID to check out a listening device.

Open Captioning 
Open captioning is a text display of words and sounds heard during an event. The display is 
positioned in such a way that it is open for anyone to see in a particular seating area.

Open captioning is a service primarily provided for people with hearing disabilities who use assistive 
listening devices, hearing aids, cochlear implants, sign language, and lip reading. It is a service you may 
choose to use or ignore during the performance.

Upcoming Open Captioned performances are:
 • The Chinese Lady — Friday, June 10 at 8pm
 •  The Chinese Lady — Saturday, June 11 at 4pm

Audio Description
Audio description allows patrons who are blind or low vision to access the visual experience 
of our performances. A live narrator gives verbal descriptions of actions,  costumes, scenery, 

and other visual elements via a handheld device delivered to patrons upon request before the show. 

Upcoming Audio Described performances are: 
 • The Chinese Lady — Friday, June 17 at 8pm

If you would like to suggest services that you believe would make our theatre more accessible, please 
contact Audience Services Manager Kellyn Henthorn at kellyn@timelinetheatre.com.

ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES
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YOUR ROLE

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.

WHAT IF YOU ONLY HEARD A MONOLOGUE  
NOT A DIALOGUE? 

WHAT IF THE ACTORS SAID  
      EVERY OTHER WORD ... 
  ... OR SKIPPED EVERY OTHER LINE?

TimeLine Theatre Company is a 501 (c)(3) Not-for-Profit organization.  
Your gift is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Donate online today: 

TIMELINETHEATRE.COM/DONATE
Consider a recurring gift for continuing impact!

Your ticket purchase is only half the story. TimeLine Theatre—like our peers 
in Chicago's vibrant community of not-for-profit theatres—depends  upon the 
support of patrons like you to thrive.

Ticket sales cover about 45%  of our total income during the season. Donations 
are vital to ensuring TimeLine’s continued success. Without the generosity of 
our dedicated supporters, we would not exist!

THERE WOULD BE NO CHANCE  
TO COMPLETE THE STORY. 

NO CHANCE TO MAKE HISTORY.

     WHAT IF THE PLAY WAS FORCED  
      TO END HALFWAY THROUGH?



From the moment in 1997 that six founders each 
pitched in $50 to launch this company, TimeLine 

has worked to become one of Chicago’s leading cultural 
institutions by creating theatre that is more than just a few 
hours in a seat. Our team of Company Members works 
collaboratively to present riveting stories that link our past, 
present, and future—exploring today’s social and political 
issues through the lens of the past and inspiring ourselves 
to re-imagine tomorrow. 

And the TimeLine experience extends well beyond the stage, encompassing meticulously 
researched and interactive lobby experiences, opportunities to discuss the show with artists, 
ways to take action on whatever the art inspires, and more. 

It is a mission unique in Chicago, and beyond.

As we celebrate our 25th Anniversary Season, TimeLine has presented 82 productions, 
including 11 world premieres and 38 Chicago premieres. 

Our work has been recognized in Chicago and beyond: TimeLine received the prestigious 
2016 MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions and has been named “Company 
of the Year” in The Wall Street Journal (2010), one of the American Theatre Wing’s top 10 
emerging professional theatre companies nationwide (2011) and Chicago magazine’s “Best 
Theatre” in the city (2011). And we have been honored with 58 Jeff Awards, including an 

award for Outstanding Production 11 times.

We work to match artistic excellence with sophisticated 
business management, and these efforts also have been 
recognized. TimeLine was the first arts organization to 
receive the Alford-Axelson Award for Nonprofit Managerial 
Excellence of a small company, and we have received the 
Association for Strategic Planning’s Richard Goodman 
Strategic Planning Award in the Non-Profit category.
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TimeLine Theatre is a member of the League of Chicago Theatres, Chicago Cultural Alliance, Choose Chicago, the 
Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce, Uptown Chamber of Commerce, Lakeview’s Belmont Theater District, the Chicago 
Green Theatre Alliance, and Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the American theatre.

Ayanna Bria Bakari (left) and Jaye 
Ladymore in the world premiere of Tyla 
Abercrumbie’s RELENTLESS, 2022.

Pat Tiedemann (from left), PJ Powers, 
and Juliet Hart in TimeLine’s inaugural 
production SUMMIT CONFERENCE, 1998. 

ABOUT TIMELINE
OUR MISSION  

TimeLine Theatre Company presents stories inspired by history that connect with 
today’s social and political issues. Our collaborative artistic team produces provocative 
theatre and educational programs that engage, entertain and enlighten.

For more about TimeLine’s history and programs, please visit timelinetheatre.com  



Learning and discovery have always been central 
to TimeLine’s mission, driven by our belief that live 

performance can connect people and illuminate ideas. 

Founded in 2006, TimeLine’s Living History Education 
Program brings that mission to Chicago Public Schools, 
working with students on creative exercises related to 
historically inspired stories on TimeLine’s stage and beyond.

Living  History is an arts integration residency that features 
curriculum designed to teach theatre skills while fostering the capacity to think creatively, to 
make connections, and to provide new ways of understanding history and the world around us. 
Over six to 13 sessions, students explore connections between history, art and their own lives, 
developing critical thinking and communication skills.

Major  supporters of Living History include Crown Family Philanthropies, Joseph & Bessie Feinberg 
Foundation, Lloyd A. Fry Foundation, John and Jessica Fullerton, Robert and Eleanor Meyers, Stanley  
and Vivian Nitzberg, Polk Bros. Foundation, Walder Foundation, and multiple anonymous contributors, as 
well as the donors to TimeLine’s Annual Fund and Step Into Time gala. The growth of TimeLine South was 
supported over multiple years by Anita Samen and David Follmer in memory of their son, Daniel Samen 
Follmer. TimeLine South is currently sponsored by Walder Foundation.

In 2018, Living History launched TimeLine South—a unique 
arts program that provides teens a safe space for self-
expression, creativity, and ensemble building on the south 
side of Chicago. Offered free of charge for six weeks during 
the summer, TimeLine South promotes leadership in the  
arts and teaches teens that theatre can also be a vehicle  
for social justice.

Tiffany Fulson (right) with a TimeLine 
South ensemble member in 2019.

Living  History students in the lobby at a matinee 
performance of CARDBOARD PIANO, 2019.

During Living History residencies, TimeLine teaching artists and classroom teachers collaborate 
on lesson plans that illuminate the themes of the play and their connection to each classroom 
curriculum. Students work on several scenes from a TimeLine production and are provided with 
a study guide. They experience visits from the production’s actors and dramaturg and attend a 
student matinee and post-show discussion with the cast.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Living History revisioned its play- and field trip-centered 
residencies to respond to the unique needs of students and teachers who are living through 
history and looking for ways to express their experiences. The need for partnership, collaboration, 
and creative problem-solving is more important than ever, and Living History has provided 
virtual and real-time opportunities to use theater-based exercises to amplify student voices, 
challenges, hopes, and dreams. 

Since its inception, more than 8,400 students have actively explored history through Living 
History. TimeLine currently partners with nine schools to present the program.

p r o g r a m 11

LIVING HISTORY PROGRAM

“It made me feel that I was part of that moment in history. 
            As if I was experiencing it firsthand. It made me understand it better.” 

TIMELINE SOUTH
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COMPANY MEMBERS

Company Members are the artistic leaders of TimeLine Theatre Company, working collaboratively  
together to shape the artistic vision and choose the programming for the organization.

Tyla Abercrumbie  |  Will Allan  |  Nick Bowling  |  Janet Ulrich Brooks   
Wardell Julius Clark  |  Behzad Dabu  |  Charles Andrew Gardner  |  Lara Goetsch   

Juliet Hart  |  Anish Jethmalani  |  Mildred Marie Langford  |  Mechelle Moe 
David Parkes  |  Ron OJ Parson  |  PJ Powers  |  Maren Robinson

TimeLine’s Associate Artists have made enormous contributions to the work on TimeLine’s stage,  
and they also have been leaders off stage, making the company a better place to work and serving as  

ambassadors in the community. The group plays an important role in shaping TimeLine’s artistic growth.

Jared Bellot  |  Brian Sidney Bembridge  |  Eva Breneman  |  William Brown  |  Aaron Carter 
Andrew Carter  |  Louis Contey  |  Charles Cooper  |  John Culbert  |  Mikhail Fiksel 

Megan Geigner  |  Dennis William Grimes  |  Terry Hamilton  |  Andrew Hansen  
Jerod Haynes  |  Josephine Kearns  |  Kymberly Mellen  |  Danica Monroe  |  Mike Nussbaum 

Keith Parham  |  Andre Pluess  |  Collette Pollard  |  Mark Richard  |  Chris Rickett  
Kimberly Senior  |  Demetrios Troy  |  Mike Tutaj  |  Ann Wakefield  |  Alex Weisman  

TimeLine has an ongoing commitment to developing the work of established as well as  
emerging playwrights. The Playwrights Collective, founded under the leadership of Ben Thiem, offers a  

supportive environment over multiple years for a group of Chicago-based playwrights to develop  
new plays that are inspired by history and explore the social and political events of today. 

2013 - 2016 (Inaugural) Collective
Alice Austen  |   John Conroy  |  Emily Dendinger

  Frances Limoncelli  |  Susan McLaughlin Karp  |  Brett Neveu 

2017 - 2018 Collective
Tyla Abercrumbie  |  Will Allan  |  Maureen Gallagher  |  Calamity West 

2020 - 2021 Collective
Dolores Díaz  |  Kristin Idaszak  |  Osiris Khepera  |  David Rhee

ASSOCIATE ARTISTS

PLAYWRIGHTS COLLECTIVE
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PJ Powers, Artistic Director  |  Mica Cole, Executive Director

ARTISTIC  
Nick Bowling 

Associate Artistic Director 
Maggie Fullilove-Nugent 

Production Manager
Maren Robinson 

Resident Dramaturg 

LIVING HISTORY   
Juliet Hart 

Director of Living History
Tiffany Fulson 

Artistic Producer of  
Innovative Partnerships

Mary T. Christel 
Curriculum Consultant

Adia Alli 
Wardell Julius Clark  

Charles Andrew Gardner 
Marcus D. Moore 

Lexi Saunders 
Rochelle Therrien 
Teaching Artists 

John Sterling, President   |  Anne Voshel,  Vice President   
Karen B. Case, Secretary  |  Brian Douce, Treasurer

Kate Hurckes Arias  |  J. Robert Barr  |  Michelle T. Boone  |  Philip E. Cable  |  Mica Cole
JoAnne Dobrick  |  Charles Andrew Gardner  |  Lawrence Gill  |  Sondra Healy  

 Alvin Katz  |  Michael J. Kennedy  |  Eileen LaCario  |  Dan McArdle  |  William A. Obenshain  
Susan A. Payne  |  PJ Powers  |  Maridee Quanbeck  |  Matthew R. Reilein  |  Ivan Rodriguez  

Mitchell A. Sabshon  |  Lolita Sereleas  |  Anne Stockton  |  Richard G. Weinberg

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

ADMINISTRATION  
Dan McArdle 

Interim Managing Director
Elizabeth K. Auman 

Director of New Home  
Development

Elizabeth Tyska 
Bookkeeper

DEVELOPMENT  
Chelsea Smith 

Director of Major Gifts
Brittany Worsham 

Manager of Annual Fund  
and Special Events

Leah Taylor 
Development Coordinator

MARKETING  
Lara Goetsch 

Director of Marketing  
and Communications

Jenny Lynn Christoffersen 
Marketing and  

Communications Associate

AUDIENCE SERVICES  
Kellyn Henthorn 

Audience Services Manager
Jules Holynski 

Allyson Johnson 
Eva Nyman 

Cara Peterson 
Allison Sheehan  
Jake Van Hoorn 

Audience Services Staff

CONSULTANT SERVICES  
Campbell & Company 

Campaign Counsel
Jay Kelly PR 

Public Relations
Mann Weitz  

and Associates LLC 
Audit Services

Sterling Strategies 
Strategic Management

VOLUNTEERS
The Saints 
Ushering

PRESIDENT’S ADVISORY COUNCIL
Alan M. Bell  |   Amina Dickerson  |  Margie Korshak Goodman  |  Toi Hutchinson  |  Debbie Siegel  
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CREATING A NEW CULTURAL ASSET FOR CHICAGO, IN UPTOWN.  

IT’S TIME: THE CAMPAIGN FOR  
TIMELINE’S NEW HOME

TimeLine is laying the foundation for our next era. After 25 years of adapting within rented facilities, 
we’re establishing the first home of our very own in Uptown at 5035 N. Broadway, creating a new 

cultural asset for Chicago. Far more than just a theatre, this inviting and accessible facility will be a 
welcoming gathering space for entertainment, education, and community engagement. 

Joining other venerable performance venues in the historic Uptown Entertainment District, TimeLine’s 
new home—anticipated to open in 2024—will feature: 

•  An intimate and flexible 250-seat black box theatre that can be reimagined for every show
•  Exhibit galleries that enhance the production experience 
•  Dedicated space for education and community programming
•  Expanded social spaces, including a bar and café open day and night 
•  Office and production space for our staff and artists 
•  Plus opportunities for future expansion, and much more!

We hope you’ll join us in taking this bold step together toward a new home, where everyone is 
welcomed and where great artistry collides with topics relevant to today’s social and political issues. 

MAKE HISTORY WITH US
This once-in-a-lifetime project is a private and public funding partnership, with private philanthrophy 
making up 60% of the $35 milliion project cost. If you’d like more information about how you can 
help support this special campaign, please contact Chelsea Smith, Director of Major Gifts, at 
chelsea@timelinetheatre.com or 773.281.8463 x16.

Explore more about this thriling project—including interior and exterior design renderings—online  
  at timelinetheatre.com/its-time.

    “It’s Time to create a space to grow and innovate 
… a space where past and present intersect and where collaboration  
                and togetherness will lead us to a better future.” 
           – Artistic Director PJ Powers 

Design rendering by HGA



p r o g r a m 15

TimeLine is grateful for the support and confidence shown by the investors in the campaign for our new home.

$1 MILLION AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Abe and Ida  
Cooper Foundation 
Joseph and Bessie  
Feinberg Foundation
Peter and Alicia Pond
Forum Fund
 Contributing members include:
 Diane Dean, Jim and Karen  
 Frank, Marvin and Judy Herb,  
 Richard and Debbie Jelinek,  
 John and Judy Keller, Jim Leider,   
 Barry MacLean, Andy McKenna,   
 Andrew and Jeanine McNally,   
 David Moscow, Michael and  
 Suzanne Moscow, and Gordon  
 and Carole Segal

$250,000 - $999,999
Crown Family Philanthropies 
Mary and Bruce Feay 
Brenda and James Grusecki 
Sonia T. Marschak 
Bill and Penny Obenshain  
Anonymous (3)

$100,000 - $249,000
Christine Albright and Lawrence Gill
Mr. and Mrs. Gilberto Arias, Jr.
Judith Barnard and Michael Fain 
Douglas Bradbury 
Rita and John Canning 
Richard and Ann Carr
Joan M. Colmar and  
 Mitchell A. Sabshon 
John and Jessica Fullerton 
David Hiller
Ronald B. Johnson
Robert and Eleanor Meyer
Maridee Quanbeck and Jared Kaplan 
Timothy C. Sherck 
Debbie Siegel and Bob Altman 
John Sirek and Colleen Loughlin 
John and Eileen Sterling 
The Van Dam Charitable Foundation 
Diane and Richard G. Weinberg
Anonymous

$25,000 - $99,999
Bob and Trish Barr 
John A. Cable Foundation
Karen and Jay Case 
Joyce Chelberg 
Daniel R. Cyganowski, in memory   
 of Dr. Carol K. Cyganowski 

William Fritz and Tom Gosline
Barbara Goodman and Seth Weinberger
Jack and Sandra Guthman 
Dani Jachino 
Alvin and Elizabeth Katz 
Eileen LaCario and Tony D’Angelo
Elaine and Donald Levinson 
Edward Malone and Kristina Entner
Adrienne Meisel and Rand Sparling 
Erica C. Meyer
Alex and Jen Moeller
Jane P. Nerison 
Susan A. Payne 
C. James and Karen Prieur
Anita Samen and David Follmer, in  
 memory of Daniel Samen Follmer  
 and in honor of Sarah Good  
 Follmer and Max Robison Follmer  
Tom and Pam Sheffield
Janet Carl Smith and Mel Smith 
Thomas and Renée Zipprich 
Anonymous (2)

UP TO $24,999 
Mary and Richard Auman 
Randy and Lorraine Barba
Marcia Baylin 
Kathleen M. Bell 
Henry and Leigh Bienen 
William and Mary Kay Bowling 
Nancy Bradt and Laurence Lewis 
Edward J. and Patricia Brown 
Edward and Barbara Burnes 
James M. Gill and Fran Chessler 
Lisa Coburn
Deborah Cohen and Tom Silfen,  
 in honor of Kate and Gil Arias
Susan and Jim Colletti
Beverly Ann and Peter Conroy 
James and Patricia Corirossi
Steven and Michelle Cucchiaro 
Char and Larry Damron
Janet Davies and Jeffrey Preston 
Kassie Davis and Bruce Beatus 
Patty L. Delony 
Amina Dickerson and Julian Roberts
Leonora Dickson 
JoAnne Dobrick 
Brian and Marcella Douce 
Carolyn Fay and Providence Benedict
Elizabeth Foster 
Gloria Friedman, in honor  
 of Bernie Holicky 
Paula A. Golden 
Shelley Gorson and Alan Salpeter 
Anthony and Susan Grosch 

Gregory and Elizabeth Hahn 
Trish and Harp Harper 
Thomas and Karen Howell, Jr., in 
 honor of Bill and Penny Obenshain 
Julia and Robert Jackson 
Gary T. and Susan Johnson 
Michael and Kathryn Kennedy 
Neil and Diana King 
Judy O. Kirk 
The Larrea Family 
Linda Legner 
Linda Loving and Richard Aaronson 
Thad and Lisa Malik
Nancy Malitz 
David Manilow 
Paul J. Much 
Jean and Jordan Nerenberg
Stanley and Vivian Nitzberg 
Chris and Prill Nugent 
Becky and Ed O’Connell
Timothy Ortmann
Jean Perkins and Leland Hutchinson 
Glen and Beth Prezembel 
Merrilee and Richard Redmond,  
 in honor of Peter and Alicia Pond 
Matt Reilein and Lizzy Whitehorn 
David Rhee
Elizabeth and Tobin Richter 
Marjorie Rogasner, William Irons,  
 and Julie Irons 
JT Rogers and Rebecca Ashley 
Kathleen Ruhl 
Anne and Barry Sabloff 
Jane Nicholl Sahlins 
Jane Santogrossi 
Laurence Saviers and Kurt Jolly 
Libby Savner 
Alice and Bob Schloss
Bobbie and Vernon Schultz 
Barry Sears and Kathy Rice 
Adele Simmons
Louise K. Smith 
Nikki and Fred Stein 
Anne and Rich Stockton 
Greg and Anne Taubeneck 
Thomas and Amata Spencer  
 Fund for the Arts 
Amy and Tony Volpe 
Merrilee and John Waldron 
Mr. John S. White 
Marc and Tracy Whitehead 
Mary Kay Wysham and  
 Stephen Wysham
Anonymous (2)

IT’S TIME: THE CAMPAIGN FOR  
TIMELINE’S NEW HOME
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TimeLine is proud to recognize the corporations, foundations and government entities that generously support  
our  general operations and Living History Education Program. This list recognizes donations and pledges received April 20, 
2021 through April 20, 2022.

$50,000 and above
The MacArthur Fund for Culture,  
 Equity, and the Arts at Prince 
U.S. Small Business  
 Administration 
Walder Foundation

$40,000 - $49,999
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation 
The Shubert Foundation

$30,000 - $39,999
Crown Family Philanthropies 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation 
Polk Bros. Foundation

$20,000 - $29,999 
Anonymous 
Bayless Family Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999 
Abe and Ida Cooper Foundation 
The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation 
James P. and Brenda S. Grusecki    
 Family Foundation  
Laughing Acres Family Foundation 
Pritzker Traubert Foundation

$1,000 - $9,999 
Carol Oppenheim and  
 Jerome Lamet Charitable Fund
Daniel H. Lome Foundation
Heartland Health Centers
IBM International Foundation
Irving Harris Foundation
John A. Cable Foundation 
McCabe Family Foundation

Up to $999
Actors’ Equity Foundation Inc. Amazon 
Smile 
Givinga Foundation 
Humana, Inc.

 

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION  
& GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

Employer Matching Gifts 
These companies have matched  
their employee’s contributions. 
Blackbaud Giving Fund 
CDW 
G2 Crowd, Inc. 
Gannett Foundation 
IBM International Foundation 
Jones Lang LaSalle 
JP Morgan Chase 
Polk Bros. Foundation 
The Saints: Volunteers for the  
 Performing Arts

Crown Family
Philanthropies

The Elizabeth F.
Cheney Foundation

Laughing Acres 
Family Foundation

Carol Oppenheim 
and Jerome Lamet 

Charitable Fund

Abe and Ida Cooper 
Foundation



TimeLine Theatre Company is a recipient of the prestigious  
2016 MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions. 
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Visionary Circle 
$25,000 - $49,999 
Joseph & Bessie Feinberg Foundation
John and Jessica Fullerton
Forum Fund at the Chicago  
 Community Foundation
W.R. and Sandra Manteuffel
Diane and Richard G. Weinberg

Innovators Circle 
$15,000 - $24,999 
Anonymous 
Bill and Penny Obenshain

Benefactors Circle 
$10,000 - $14,999 
Christine Albright and Lawrence Gill 
Judith Barnard and Michael Fain 
Karen and Jay Case 
Randy Fifield 
David Hiller 
Stanley and Vivian Nitzberg 
Peter and Alicia Pond 
Maridee Quanbeck 
Rhonda Rochambeau and Larry Shulman 
John Sirek and Colleen Loughlin

Leadership Circle 
$5,000 - $9,999 
Anonymous 
John Bierbusse 
Joyce E. Chelberg 
Joan Colmar and Mitchell Sabshon 
JoAnne Dobrick 
Brian and Marcella Douce 
Mary and Bruce Feay 
Dawn and Rick Gray 
Brenda and James Grusecki 
Ronald B. Johnson 
Kathryn and Michael Kennedy 
Robert and Eleanor Meyers 
Susan A. Payne 
Christopher and Ann Marie Saternus 
Debbie Siegel and Bob Altman 
John and Eileen Sterling 
Mary Stowell 
Kirk Twiss and Connie Fairbanks 
Anne Voshel 
Dennis Zacek and Marcelle McVay

Ambassadors Circle 
$2,500 - $4,999 
Philip Cable and  
 Jennifer Siegenthaler 
Kathryn Clarke and Bill Kaplan 
James M. Gill and Fran Chessler 
Jack and Sandra Guthman 
Trish and Harp Harper 
Daneen Jachino 
Eileen LaCario and Tony D’Angelo 
Jill and Michael B. Lowe 
Sandra Newman 
C. James and Karen Prieur 
Joe and Natalie Romano 
Burton X. and Sheli Z. Rosenberg 
David Rotholz and  
 Kathy Paddor-Rotholz 
Anne and Barry Sabloff 
Libby and David Savner 
David and Judith Sensibar 
Stephanie B. and Gerald Smith 
Anne and Richard Stockton 
Greg and Anne Taubeneck

Investors Circle 
$1,000 - $2,499 
Anonymous (2) 
Elaine and Floyd Abramson 
Howard I. Aronson 
Cameron Avery and Lynn Donaldson 
Kelly Becker 
Kyle and Marge Bevers 
Judith S. Block 
John and Claudia Boatright 
Michelle T. Boone 
Benjamin and Kara Bowling 
Mimis Cohen and Andrea Biel-Cohen 
James and Susan Cohn 
Sue and Jim Colletti 
Jeff Colman and Nancy Loeb 
Judith Cothran 
Richard and Vicki DuFour 
Carla and Leonard Feinkind 
Carla J. Funk 
Malcolm and Judy Gaynor 
Camillo and Arlene Ghiron 
Lara Goetsch 

We are honored to recognize TimeLine’s History Makers—supporters who make tax-deductible donations of $1,000  
and more annually to support TimeLine’s general operations. History Makers help TimeLine continue the Chicago  
tradition of companies that started small, dreamed big, and developed into prominent arts organizations. Members  
of the History Makers Society receive exclusive privileges designed to bring our most generous individual  
supporters closer to the art they make possible at TimeLine. This list includes donations and pledges received  
April 20, 2021 through April 20, 2022.

Barbara Goodman and Seth Weinberger 
Joan and Guy Gunzberg 
Gregory and Elizabeth Hahn 
Bernard and Barbara Hart 
Juliet Hart and Mark Onuscheck 
Todd Hensley 
Lina Flores Hilko 
Kristine Kinder 
Carolyn and Gordon Kirk 
Paul and Nancy Knapp 
Peter Kupferberg 
Jeanne LaDuke 
Donna LaPietra and Bill Kurtis 
Thomas S. Larance 
Judith and Stephen Levin 
Lynn Lockwood and Barrett Murphy 
Kim Lopez 
Linda Loving and Richard Aaronson 
Edward Malone and Kristina Entner 
Joan Crawford Mattson 
Scott McCausland 
Tom and Kathy Meenaghan 
Corinne S. Morrissey 
Barbara and Jonathan Moss 
Julia Navarre 
Jane P. Nerison 
Cian O’Mahony and Lolita Sereleas 
Aaron Paris and Helene Paris 
Sandra and Michael Perlow 
Glen and Beth Prezembel 
Steve and Missy Ravid 
Maureen Riordan 
Ned and Marsha Robertson 
Kathie Romines 
Laurence Saviers 
Thomas and Pamela Sheffield 
Lisa Skolnik 
Christine A. Slivon 
Janet Carl Smith and Mel Smith 
Barbara Spoerl 
Janet Surkin and Robert Stillman 
John Tielsch and Deborah Garber 
Katherine Wolf 
Mary Kay Wysham and Stephen Wysham 
John and Evonne Yonover 
Helen Young

HISTORY MAKERS



We are honored to recognize the following individual donors for their tax-deductible gifts in support of TimeLine Theatre. This list 
recognizes donations and pledges received April 20, 2021 through April 20, 2022. We regret that due to space limitations we 
are unable to list donors of up to $99. Please accept our heartfelt thanks and know that every gift makes a difference!

$500 - $999
Anonymous (2)
Jeannie Affelder and  
 Jeff Weissglass
Mary and Richard Auman
Ken Belcher and Sandra Ihm
Fredrick N. Bates and  
 Ellen J. Benjamin
Kay Berkson and 
 Sidney Hollander
Andy Bezaitis
Jerry and Kathy Biederman
Henry and Leigh Bienen
Benita Boettner
William and Mary Kay Bowling
Douglas Bradbury
JoAnne Dobrick
Andrew and Kate Bushey
Jennifer Christakes
Bruce and Lisa Cohen
Marti DeGraaf and  
 Toby Mack
Dolores Diaz
Rebecca Folds and  
 Adnan Rukieh
Jim Foley
Elaine Foss
Judith R. Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Glasser
Sallie and Alan Gratch
Interconnect Production  
 Services
Sandy Guettler
Jo and Steve Ham
Kathy Hewitt and Anne Fay
Bob and MaryBeth Jirgal
Dixie Johnson
Melissa and Justen Knight
Gordon and Meridyth McIntosh
Laurie Merel
David and Patricia Meyer
Stella Moore
Barbara Moser
Paul Oetter
Bridget O’Keefe and  
 James Sepich
Jeaneane and John Quinn
Rafael San Juan
Anne and Brent Ray
Kathy Rice and Barry Sears
Ed and Susan Ritts
Viki and Tom Rivkin
Babette Rosenthal
Mary Ann and Bob Savard

INDIVIDUAL GIVING

Roche Schulfer and  
 Mary Beth Fisher
Threshold Acoustics
Adena Staben
Nikki and Fred Stein
Charles A. Tausche
Nia Tavoularis and  
 Michael Otte
Deborah Walters
Steve and Jackie Wasko
Roberta and William  
 Weinsheimer
Dennis Marx and Jan Wix

$250 - $499
Anonymous (2)
Sandra Allen and Jim Perlow
Judith Anderson
Mr. Cedric Antosiewicz and 
 Ms. Margaret Gudenas
Richard and Janice Bail
Melissa Ballate
Daniel A. Balsam
Randolph and Lorraine Barba
Edward and Elinor Bass
Linda Bierig
Herb and Lucy Blutenthal
Jay W. Boersma and  
 Deborah H. Holdstein
Susan Brunstrum
Buchman Family
Crystal and Tom Bush
Linda Camras and  
 Jerome Seidenfeld
William and Doreen Carey
Katherine Crouch
John and Kitty Culbert
Jean and David Curtis
Joseph Cushing
Sara Downey
Marci Eisenstein and  
 John Treece
Marcia Flick
Elizabeth Foster
Barbara French
Barbara Gaines
Paul B Glickman
Jill and Brad Gordon
Julie Graber
Jacqueline Grandt
Ruth Grant and  
 Howard Schwartz
Amy and Jason Green
Bev Groudine
Julie Hamos
Brent A. Hoffmann
Thomas J. Hogan

Donald S. Honchell and  
 Susan K. Horn
Morton and Barbara Jaffe
Glenn and Patricia Janik
Brendan and Karmen Keane
Mark and Mary Ann Kearns
David and Sharon Kessler
Colby and Chad Kingsbury
Dennis Kmiec
Carla Knorowski
Jacqueline C. Kohn
Norman Kohn and  
 Nina Winston
Judith Kossy
James R. and Laurel Lannen
Elizabeth and Scott Lassar
Dr. Paul M. Lisnek
Mary Sue Lyon
John M. McCabe
Robert and Margaret  
 McCamant
B. Michael McFarland and  
 Richard Murray
Terrence McMahon
Erika and Frank Moczulewski
HGA Architects and Engineers
Thomas O’Brien
Holly Chandler Osburn
Lynn J. Osmond
Charles Racic and  
 Barbara Ellis-Racic
Helen Rivkin
Dr. Robert Henry and Sheila  
 Ryan-Henry
Debra Samuelson
Alice and Robert Schloss
Richard Skolly and  
 Kate Feinstein
Louise K. Smith
James Solomon
Oehme and Winslow Soule
Richard and Nancy Spain
Ann Speltz and Stephen Fedo
Nancy Tani
Candace and Neil Thompson
Denise and Rheal Turcotte
Mike and Linn Ann Tyrrell
Barbara Ulrich
Bryan Vanderhoof
Al Wayne and Lynne Copp
Elfriede Wedam
Linda Woloshin
Mark and Margie Zivin

$100 - $249  
Anonymous (5)
Marlene D. Adsit
Rebecca Ahern
Richard and Jill Almeida
Marjorie Anderson
Marivel Ansera
Cinda Axley
Daphne Baille
Meredith Banta
Colleen and Charles Batcheller
Kathleen M. Bell
William and Susan Berg
Brian Berman and  
 Carinne Uslar
Zina L. Berman
Susan Bernstein
Sandra Blau
Joan and Hank Bliss
Bruce Bochner
Sarah Bowling
Jane Boyle
Cynthia Brown
Maxine Brown
Ralph and Rona Brown
Kathy and Rich Brummet
Caron Buinis and Frank Getz
Laura M. Burstein
Karen A. Callaway
Linda Catalano
Maria Cimperman
Robert Clarke
Janet Cohen
Ann Cole
Thomas A. Corfman and  
 Carol Ann Brook
Betsy Covell
Donna Craven
Isabel and Bob Curley
Gail and Norm Cutler
Lynn Davis
Gianine DeFrancesco
Mary M. DeLaney
Amina Dickerson and  
 Julian Roberts
Dorie Domeracki
Fred M. Donner
Ronald Duda
Art and Lili Duquette
Loraine Edwalds and  
 Ruth Clark
Sharon Eiseman
Kathy Engert
Miriam Ex
Marjorie Fahrenbach
Ali and Laura Fatemi18 p r o g r a m



p r o g r a m 19

INDIVIDUAL GIVING
Jay and Lisa Fisher
Greta Wiley Flory
Yvonne Fogerty
Sarah Follmer
Jeanne Fujimoto
Mark Gastineau
Linda Gels
Norden Gilbert and  
 Ben Thomas
Richard and Andrea Ginsburg
Barbra Goering
Donald and Kathy Goetsch
Susan Goldberg
Karen Goozner
Susan and Peter Gray
Susan and Anthony Grosch
Susan Haimes
Francia Harrington and  
 Vern Broders
Mary Ann Harrington
Judit S. Hausner
Annlee Herbstman
Donna J. Higgins
Ann Courter and  
 Norman M. Hirsch
Cynthia M. Ho
Elissa Hoffman
James Holzhauer
Michael Hruskocy
Jill Hurwitz and  
 Harvey Popolow
Betsy Ingram
David and Beth Inlander
Katie Jacobsen
Andrew Jarosz
Jim and Pat Jocius
Lyn Sue Kahng
Charles L. Katzenmeyer

Holly Kerr
Mary Kivell
Allan and Tanya Klasser
James and Rita Knox
Mike and Liz Kohler
Kathleen Larkin
Christine Lehmann
Hillary Leisten
Laura Lerner
Allison and Brad Levin
Karen Lewis
Margaret Loisel and  
 Robert Marshall
Karen Nisley Long
Sally and Warren Lupel
Ray Macika and Tracy Heilman
Laura Manteuffel
Sylvia and Larry Margolies
Felix and Maria Masud
Richard McCann
Anthony and Dana McKinney
Suzet McKinney
Adrienne Meisel and  
 Rand Sparling
Melissa Mickelberry
Priscilla Mims
Jeffrey Mono and  
 Steven Greenberg
Dr. and Mrs. Martin Mozes
Lenore C. Murphy
Sheila Murphy and  
 Patrick Racey
William and Leslie Nelson
Nanette Norton and  
 Jim McMasters
Dan Novak and Dean Ricker
Rebecca and Edward  
 O’Connell

David and Carole Perlman
Pamela Popielarz
Nancy Taylor Porter
Maureen Powers and  
 Matt Krause
PJ and Shelley Powers
Lynn Preis and Chris Kertesz
Jeff and Pam Prestinario
Jerry Proffit
Rhoda Reeling
Jenny Ricciardi
David and Donna Richert
Elizabeth and Tobin Richter
Thomas Riley
Robert and Helga Rothweiler
Carolyn O. Rusnak
Gina Maier Ryan
Judith Sagan
Edward J. Salopek MD
Julie and Robert Schlossberg
Karen and Frank Schneider
Morton and Marianne  
 Schreiber
Jean Schwartz
Steven Sheely and Darka  
 Papushkewych
Norm J. Sloan
Toni S. Smith
Neil and Elaine Smith
Ronnie Jo Sokol
Susan Stein
Caryl Steinberg
Charles and Frances Steinberg
Terrie Stengel and Frederick  
 Sierles
John Stoetzel
Mr. and Mrs. Houston Stokes

Drs. David and Pinky  
 Stuhldreher
William and Mary Kay  
 Stuhldreher
Nancy and William Sullivan
Ayisha Tahir
Elizabeth Teich
Tommy and Connie Thompson
Sheila Tiedemann
Merle and Thomas Tresser
David and Bonita Turner
Anne and Eric Twadell
Sarah Vanderwicken
Donna Vos
Audrey Wasilewski
Lynne and Fred Weber
Dennis Wentz, M.D. and  
 Anne Colston Wentz, M.D.
Dr. Catherine Whitcomb and  
 R.J. Hinz
Lani and Christian Wilhite
Matilda Wilhoite
Ann Wise
Judy Wise
Valerie Woods
Carolyn Yelton
Nan and Lawrie Bloom

TimeLine is grateful for 
every contribution received. 
We regret that due to space 
limitations we are unable to list 
donors of up to $99. Please 
accept our heartfelt thanks and 
know that every gift makes a 
difference!

TimeLine  is committed to helping all our patrons understand the full impact of their support. All 
non-profit organizations are products of and for the communities they serve. Without the support of 
our dedicated community we would not exist. We pledge to do all we can to make sure that every 
dollar we receive is invested wisely. To do this, it is crucial for us to focus on what makes TimeLine 
unique—our mission to produce plays that explore today through the lens of the past and spark 
conversation with you, our audience, about the times we live in. We want TimeLine to be a place  
that encourages thought, emotion, and discourse, and that can only happen with your involvement.

OUR COMMITMENT
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$25,000 Lead Sponsors 
Joseph & Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Bill and Penny Obenshain
Richard and Diane Weinberg

$10,000 Gold Sponsors 
Christine Albright and Larry Gill
Broadway In Chicago
Maridee Quanbeck
Colleen Loughlin and John Sirek

$7,000 Silver Sponsors 
CIBC
Joan Colmar and Mitchell Sabshon
Cian O’Mahony, Lolita Sereleas,  
 Anne and Richard Stockton
Susan A. Payne
Debbie Siegel and Bob Altman
Anne Voshel 

We are honored to recognize the following sponsors, table and ticket buyers, and auction prize purchasers who con-
tributed to TimeLine’s annual Step Into Time benefit, which took place on March 11, 2022. TimeLine is also grateful to 
those who purchased raffle tickets to support Step Into Time. We regret that due to space limitations, we are unable to 
list everyone who contributed. Please accept our heartfelt thanks and know that your participation made a difference!

STEP INTO TIME GALA

STEP INTO TIME SPONSORS  

$5,000 Bronze Sponsors 
Michelle Boone
Bulley & Andrews, LLC
Philip Cable and Jennifer Siegenthaler
JoAnne Dobrick
Brian and Marcella Douce
Dawn and Rick Gray
Sondra Healy
Alvin and Elizabeth Katz 
Kathryn and Michael Kennedy
John and Eileen Sterling
Thomas and Renée Zipprich 

Ticket Buyers ($500 per ticket) 
Anonymous
Jeannie Affelder and Jeff Weissglass
Melissa M. Ballate
Jerry and Kathy Biederman
Mary Kay Bowling and  
 Emma Brainard
Sue and Jim Colletti
Marti DeGraaf and Toby Mack
Dolores Díaz
Mark Onuscheck
Todd Hensley
David Hiller
Thomas J. Hogan
Dani Jachino
Judith Kossy
W.R. and Sandra Manteuffel
Bridget O’Keefe and James Sepich
Threshold Acoustics
Stephanie B. and Gerald Smith
Barbara Ulrich

Auction Purchasers 
Kathleen and Leigh Allan
Leslie Allen
Andy Bezaitis
Kathy and Rich Brummet
Karen and Jay Case
Lisa Coburn
Joan Colmar and Mitchell Sabshon
Katherine Crouch
Leonora Dickson
Nic Dimond and Keely Vasquez
Brian and Marcella Douce
Stephen Duke
Joseph & Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Morag Fullilove
Terri Garvin
Neil Hackler
Glenn and Patricia Janik
Susan and Josh Karp
Kathryn and Michael Kennedy

Paul Lazarre and Jennifer  
 Ames-Lazarre
Laura Lerner
Bill and Penny Obenshain
Susan A. Payne
Michelle Prestidge
Charles Racic and Barbara Ellis-Racic
Kathleen Redding
Dr. Sergio and Mary Rodriguez
Geraldine and Thomas Ryan
Bob Shelist
Deborah Shelist
John Sirek and Colleen Loughlin
Janet Carl Smith and Mel Smith
Stephanie B. and Gerald Smith
Steve and Jackie Wasko
Benna B. Wilde
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We strive to keep our donor lists accurate and up-to-date at all times.  
Please contact Leah Taylor at 773.281.8463 x18 with any questions or concerns.

IN-KIND DONORS
We are pleased to recognize these organizations and individuals who have supported TimeLine through the donation of 
goods and services from April 20, 2021 through April 20, 2022.

$1,000 and above
Bill and Mary Kay Bowling Family
Bulley & Andrews
Creative Root, The Theatre School  
 at DePaul
Ingrid Bonne Photography
Jacqueline Kohn
Eileen LaCario 
Thad and Lisa Malik
Rany Management, LLC
The Ritz-Carlton, Chicago
Sanders Fine Portraits
Anne and Richard Stockton
John Yonover 
M. Elizabeth Zeigler
Renée and Tom Zipprich

Up to $999
Anonymous
Tyla Abercrumbie
Will Allan
Avli on the Park
Big Chicks
BottlesUp!
Nick Bowling
Broadway in Chicago
Janet Ulrich Brooks
Philip Cable and 
 Jenny Siegenthaler
Karen and Jay Case
CBS Chicago
Ceres’ Table
Chapman and Cutler LLP
Chicago Architecture Center
Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus 

The Chicago Hotel Collection  
 — Magnificent Mile
Chicago Humanities Festival
Chicago Shakespeare Theater
Chicago Sun-Times
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Chilam Balam
Cinnamon Boutique 
Comcast
Commonwealth Tavern
Court Theatre
Eduardo’s Enoteca 
The Eli’s Cheesecake Company
Escape Artistry
Evolve Fitness Chicago
Fans of Penny Slusher
Garrett Popcorn
The Glen Club
Goose Island Beer Company
Guthrie’s Tavern
Hortiport 
Joseph’s Finest Meats
David and Mary Lackinger
Tom Larance 
Eileen LaCario
Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises
Lillstreet Art Center
Lincoln Park Zoo
Lookingglass Theatre Company
Robyn Lustbader
Dick Manteuffel
Sandy Manteuffel
Nancie King Mertz 
 and ArtDeTriumph
Mesa Urbana

Mia Francesca
Museum of Contemporary  
 Photography
NBC 5 Chicago
Kristen Neveu
Northlight Theatre
Bill and Penny Obenshain
Mark Onuscheck
Susan A. Payne
Pescadero Seafood & Oyster Bar
Porchlight Music Theatre
PJ and Shelley Powers
Congressman Mike Quigley
Rach B Jewelry
Rany Management, LLC
Raven Theatre
Remy Bumppo Theatre
The Ritz-Carlton Chicago
Maren Robinson
Peggy Roeder
Shattered Globe Theatre
Shaw’s Crab House
Sochi Saigonese Kitchen
Steppenwolf Theatre Company
Sushi-san
Teatro ZinZanni
Ticketmaster
Tie Bar
Tweet ... let’s eat
Victory Gardens Theater
Rick Wemple
WGN-TV
Wilde Bar & Restaurant
Joe and Sandra Wisniewski
Writers Theatre
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ABOUT THEATER WIT

At Theater Wit
We are a theater company within a building, within a community, within a world.

As a production company, Theater Wit’s mission is to be the premier “smart art” theater 
in Chicago by producing humorous, challenging, and intelligent plays that speak with a 
contemporary theatrical voice.

As an institution, Theater Wit seeks to be the hub of the Chicago neighborhood theater scene. In 
our three spaces, we bring together Chicago’s best storefront theater companies. Here you will 
find a smorgasbord of excellent productions, see the work of a parade of talented artists, and 
mingle with audiences from all over Chicago. 

In the Middle of a Community
Everyone here: folks in the audience… the person who handed you this program… somewhere 
on or off the stage there are actors… if you look up in the corner you might get a glimpse of 
the stage manager in the booth… We’re all in this room for the same reason: to be a part of 
this shared experience. No matter who they are or where they come from; no matter if they are 
complete strangers or familiar faces; no matter how di!erent the age, the race, or the walk of 
life; after this performance, you will have something in common. So, strike up a conversation in 
the lobby, introduce yourself to someone new. Meet our staff, shake hands with an actor, get a 
drink from our bar. We’re all in this together.

Part of the Chicago Scene
Theater is part of the Chicago experience. Each year, over 200 theaters present thousands of 
shows to Chicago’s loyal and enthusiastic theater-going audience. Chicago’s theater community 
is recognized around the world for its talent, its innovation and its power to entertain and 
enlighten. If Tony awards were sports championships, our artists would beat out the combined 
efforts of Michael Jordan, Bobby Hull, Jim McMahon, Jermaine Dye, and the entire Chicago 
Cubs roster going back 100 years. This stage is a Chicago stage, contributing to the vibrant 
artistic life of our city and the economic development of our neighborhood. Very few cities on the
planet offer the theatrical richness and diversity of Chicago. But you get to share in it.

Because you are here.

Facebook: facebook.com/theaterwit 
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ABOUT THEATER WIT

ANY TIME
ANY SHOW
AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE

THEATER WIT STAFF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

KATHRYN STIEBER  
President

CHARLES HORNEWER  
Treasurer

NEAL SMYTH  
Secretary

ROGER DANIEL
DAVID MAHVI

ROCHE SCHULFER 
BRUCE WECHSLER

STAFF
JEREMY WECHSLER  

Artistic Director
DAVID WECHSLER  
Company Manager
JOSH NORDMARK 
Box Office Manager

ALEXA ULRICH 
Bar Manager

MATTHEW R. CHASE  
Facilities/Production Manager

HANNAH BLAU  
REBECCA FLORES 
CORRIE GLANVILLE  

LIZ HADDEN  
JADE JONES  

JACKIE NORMAND  
SARAH LUSE 

Front of House
JAY KELLY PR 

Press Relations

E-NEWS  Stay up to date on all the happenings 
at Theater Wit. Sign up for our e-newsletter. Get 
the latest info on show openings and schedules; 
eavesdrop on production gossip and artistic plans; 
see behind-the-scenes photos.
•  Get a free piece of chocolate when you fill out  
 a mailing list insert and give to any bartender,  
 usher or house manager.
•  Sign up online at theaterwit.org/join
•  Mailings twice per month. We don’t deluge you  
                      with messages and we don’t sell  
           your name to other lists.

DONATE  Theater Wit is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Your tax-deductible donation supports Theater Wit 
and supports this building in its role an artistic 
home for Chicago’s best storefront theaters.
• Donate online at theaterwit.org/donate
• Make an instant donation at the box office,  
 the bar, or with our house manager.
• Donate your time and talents! Theater Wit  
 welcomes volunteers for office work,  
 community outreach, building improvements  
 and special events.

FLEXPASS
10 tickets for $275

•  See anything in the building at a  
 dramatically reduced price.
•  See 10 shows, go on 5 dates, or just bring  
 your 9 closest friends with you to one show.
• After ordering, you get a card in the mail   
 within a week with yor Flexpass code which  
 can be used online, over the phone or at the  
 box office

THEATER WIT
MEMBERSHIP
$35/month

• See any play in our building, any  
 time, as often as you like for one flat   
 monthly fee.
• Reserve a ticket for any production in  
 our facility. Do it in advance or just drop  
 by on impulse.
• Free ticket exchanges and  
 replacement tickets.
• Attend as many different shows as you  
 want each month. Come once, twice or  
 five times a week at no additional charge.
• No initiation or startup fee, but members  
 must agree to a three-month minimum
• Twice a year, bring a friend for free.



24 p r o g r a m

 

MyLine is TimeLine’s low-price ticket program. It’s free  
to join and gets you exclusive access to $15 tickets for all 
TimeLine shows, plus invites to great parties!

 LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP AT 

 TIMELINETHEATRE.COM/MYLINE

 Membership is FREE.  
But you must sign up to become a member.

18 TO 35 
FOR ANYONE AGE


